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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE/Chris Roberts 

Mason, Ireland to Ham and Egg It 

           Some people say breakfast is the most important meal of 

the day. On Wednesday, May 18, it certainly will be for those 

attending a special Southern California Sports Broadcasters 

breakfast,  featuring the radio sports talk team of John Ireland 

and Steve Mason. 

       The breakfast will start at 8:30 a.m. sharp and be held in the 

banquet room upstairs, at Lakeside 

      The reason for the early start time is to accommodate Mason 

and Ireland, giving them time to get to the ESPNLA (710) studio 

downtown in LA Live and prepare for that day's noon-to-3 p.m.  

show. 

      The first time Mason/Ireland come to my mind is the 1995 

UCLA basketball run to the NCAA championship. UCLA was on 

the Bruin Flagship AM 690 at that time and so were they.  As the team kept winning they 

would have me on the air and we would spend mornings after victories breaking the wins 

down.  It was evident then, just as now, "Hey these guys are funny and entertaining." 

      As time passed, Ireland who is a UCLA grad, came to work on the broadcast team 

doing sideline reporting and post game locker room reports with us in football.  Mason had 

taken on the role of host of the “Game Day of the Bruin Warmup Show.”  The relationship 

had its roots way back then.  And now, still a team, they are more popular than ever. 

      Our esteemed executive director, Rand Elkins who has been doing an outstanding job 

of arranging some marvelous programs, came through here once again.  This one was 

particularly tough because of our guest speaker's schedule.  Rand found a way to make it 

work, and we are thrilled to have the award-winning and most popular sports talk hosts in 

Los Angeles.  

      This past week I met the broadcast students from University of La Verne with their 

director, Don Pollick, and broadcaster/instructor, Tammy Trujillo.  Tammy has been heard 

for years on the Los Angeles airwaves.  The students were invited to join us for the Ma-

son/Ireland breakfast as our guests. 

PAST PRESIDENTS 
 

Tom Harmon  1958-60 

Gil Stratton   1961-62 

Bill Welsh   1963-64 

Fred Hessler  1965-66 

Chuck Benedict  1967-68 

Allin Slate  1969-70 

Stu Nahan   1971-72 

Tom Kelly  1973-74 

Mike Walden  1975-77 

Ed Arnold   1978-79 

Joe Buttitta  1980 

Steve Bailey  1981-82 

Chuck Benedict  1983-84 

Steve Roah  1985-86 

Steve Bailey  1987-88 

Lisa Bowman  1989 

Stu Nahan   1990-91 

Mike Walden  1992-93 

Bill Welsh   1994-96 

Stu Nahan   1997-07 

Bob Miller  2008-12 

Joe Cala  2013-15 

Chris Roberts 2016- 

Continue on page 2 

mailto:socalsportsbroadcasters@gmail.com


2  

 

 

       If you are a student and interested in broadcasting, we would love to have you as our guest too.  Just 

RSVP to me at crglen1010@gmail.com 

       Thank you everyone for your continued support of the  Southern California Sports Broadcasters As-

sociation.  I will see you bright and early on May the 18th.          Chris Roberts - SCSB President 

      For more information on our breakfast go to the back page. 

EDITOR’S CORNER / Larry Stewart 

It Should Be a Fun Time with Mason 

& Ireland 

     During a phone conversation with John Ireland to get some 

background information for this newsletter, I asked him what, in 

his opinion, was the funniest thing ever to happen on the “Mason 

& Ireland” sports talk show. 

     “It was when our producer, Dave Singer, went through the Len-

ny Dykstra Car Wash in Corona on the hood of a car and took his 

cell phone with him,” Ireland said. “Pretty tough to beat that.”  

       Singer was sent out to Corona to cover the opening of the car wash, I believe in 2005.  His decision 

to go through the car wash with his cell phone was wacky – and brilliant. Singer’s play-by-play, inter-

spersed among yells and screams, was priceless. 

     I told Ireland that, in my opinion, that was not only the funniest thing ever on “Mason & Ireland,” but the 

funniest thing I ever heard on sports talk radio. And when I was writing the TV-Radio sports column for the 

Times, I listened to a lot of sports talk radio. 

     The day I talked with Ireland, I had earlier visited one of those drive-thru modern car washes. As al-

ways, I thought of Dave Singer as my car got slapped with those giant cloth brushes after getting sprayed 

with soap and water, then wax. 

     “We had a lot of fun with Singer,” Ireland said. “Dave had hair all over his back, hair everywhere. One 

year, the day the Sports Illustrated swim suit issue came out, we had Dave wear a bikini and go out to 

famous people’s homes to personally deliver the magazine. 

       “Jeanie Buss couldn’t stop laughing. Same with Bubba Smith. It was another great bit.” 

      Having fun is probably the secret to the success of “Mason & Ireland,” the long-running and top-rated 

sports talk radio show in Los Angeles.  

      They’ll be bringing that fun to a special Southern California Sports Broadcasters breakfast May 18 at 

Lakeside Golf Club in Toluca Lake. Yes, it’s an 8:30 a.m. breakfast rather than the usual luncheon so that 

the duo can get back downtown to do their noon-to-3 p.m. show at ESPNLA (710) studio in LA Live. 

Continue on page 3 
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Continued from page 2 

        Mason and Ireland were first paired on in 1994 on XTRA in San Diego, the Mighty 690. It hasn’t been a 

continuous run since then, but they have been at ESPN radio continually since 2004 in various time slots. 

        Both knew at a young age sports broadcasting is what they wanted to do.  

        Mason was on the air in Toledo, Ohio, at age 15, and by 20, 

which attending Bowling Green, he was the host of the No. 1-rated 

morning show in Toledo. 

        Ireland, a graduate of Corona del Mar High in Newport Beach 

and UCLA, as a youngster viewed Ross Porter was a role model. 

         “Ross was the top sports anchor at Channel 4 and went from 

that to Dodgers play-by-play,” Ireland said. “Doing play-by-play for a 

team is what I always wanted to do, and I realized wearing many hats 

in the business would help me get there.” 

        Wearing many hats is what Ireland has done – including Clipper 

radio play-by-play, Lakers TV sideline reporting and Lakers radio play-

by-play. He has just finished his fifth season as the radio voice of the 

Lakers. 

        And he is one-half of a radio sports talk duo that has not only sur-

vived in a fickle, but also thrived. 

       The credit for landing Mason and Ireland for the special SCSB 

breakfast and putting it all together goes to SCSB executive director 

Rand Elkins. It figures to be another top-notch SCSB program you 

won’t want to miss. 

 Author, author: Dr. Michael Levi, co-author of the recently released “Wednesdays with Wooden” (see 
above), will be my guest at the May 18 breakfast.  I am the co-author of the book.  It was a pleasure working 

with Dr. Levi, who is also the Clippers’ podiatrist. 

President’s Rewind 

We had a great luncheon on March 31, 2016.  Six young high 

school and college broadcasters were in attendance.  They were 

our guests just by providing a student body card ID. 

 

Liz Habbib from Fox 11, Patrick O’Neal of Fox Sports, David 

Vassegh from the Dodgers pre and post game shows on AM 570, 

and Michael Young of the Dodgers were guest speakers.  Bill 

Russell—former shortstop, coach and manager of the L.A. Dodg-

ers was also in attendance. 

 

Michael Young, Patrick O’Neal, Liz Habbib, Chris Roberts, David  Vassegh   

 

Chris Roberts  

and  

Bill Russell 
     Photos from March 31, 2016 SCSB Luncheon (courtesy of Kenny Phillips) 

*** 
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    Please RSVP and send checks to:   

   SCSB 

   44103 Village 44 

                   Camarillo, CA 93012 

 

         Seating is limited, credit cards will be accepted at the door for confirmed attendees.  

For more information, call executive director Rand Elkins at (805) 390-4733. 

Wednesday, May 18, at 8:30 a.m. at the Lakeside Golf Club  

Martin Leon 

1329 East Bennett Avenue 

Glendora, CA 91741 

      John Ireland                 Steve Mason 

John and Steve will spend the morning with us dis-

cussing their background and history, the state of var-

ious teams and franchises here in Southern California, 

and throw in their brand of fun that we here every 

weekday on ESPNLA (710) from noon to 3 p.m.  

     The Rams, Lakers, Clippers, USC, UCLA, Angels and 

Dodgers are sure to part of the banter! 
 

     SCSB members can purchase seats for $40,  

             non-members $45 


